
INNOVATION DISTRICT ς CONCEPT   

άΦΦΦƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
where leading-edge 
anchor institutions and 
companies cluster and 
connect with start-ups, 
business incubators 
and accelerators. They 
are also physically 
compact, transit-
accessible, and 
technically-wired and 
offer mixed-used 
housing, office, and 
retail."  - Brookings 
Institute  



INNOVATION DISTRICT ς FOUR OPTIONS  

Ç Tech Village  
Ç Downtown Learning Campus  
Ç Arts & Culture District 
Ç Makers District  



INNOVATION DISTRICT: TECH VILLAGE  

Ç Encompasses broad range of front end 
and back end tech businesses including 
software engineering, web 
development, coding, and cybersecurity 

Ç Requires a mix of larger firms and 
smaller incubator spaces  

Ç Benefits from integration with academic 
and corporate institutions.   



DULUTH, MINNESOTA: DULUTH TECHNOLOGY VILLAGE    
(Population - 86K) 

The Duluth Technology Village is a single building of 225K square feet that was originally developed in the early 2000s to 

house dot-com companies. Following a few years of high vacancy following the dot-com bubble, the village is now 90 

percent occupied. The building is now marketed as Class A office space ($25-30 psf) and ground floor retail with leasing 

rates averaging $16.75 psf.  Although the Tech Village was originally designed to be a software and information 

technology center, the five-story building is now occupied by only two tech companies, one of which is Sansio Data 

Solutions, web-based software solutions provider for the health care industry. A range of non-traditional tech 

organizations have also chosen to locate in the Village due to the community environment and downtown location, 

including Midwest Communications, a radio broadcasting station, and a Scandinavian-themed restaurant. 

Status: 

Applicability to POK: 



HAMILTON, OHIO: PIPELINEΩS WATER-TECH COMMERCIALIZATION PROGRAM   
(City Population ς 297,000) 

Beginning in 2016 there has been a new effort to bolster Cincinnati's reputation as a water technology hub. tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ 

H2O, a new water-tech commercialization program has officially opened and is accepting applications. The program was 

brought to Southwest Ohio through a partnership between several different organizations:  Village Capital, United States 

Environmental Protection Agency, Cincinnati Water Works, Confluence, the University of /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛΩǎ water center, Xavier 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Center for Innovation, the City of Cincinnati, the City of Hamilton, Cintrifuse and The Hamilton Mill. Pipeline 

is looking to bring together companies working on water technologies that solve various aspects of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ water 

issues such as infrastructure improvements, water reuse, wastewater treatment and monitoring.  The άǿƘŜǊŜέ of the 

program is ƛǘΩǎ most unique component. While participants need to be in the Greater Cincinnati area for limited durations 

the unique feature of our program is the ά/ƛǘȅ as a [ŀōέ approach. This approach utilizes the resources throughout region 

as a test-bed for participating startups.  

Status: First cohort began February 2017 and will run through May 2017 

Applicability to POK: Capitalizes on talent from a well connected region 



INNOVATION DISTRICT: EDUCATIONAL CAMPUS  

Ç Repivoting of local educational 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
their strategic plans  

Ç Establishment of a cross-institution 
satellite campus 

Ç Construction of student and faculty 
housing  

Ç Attraction of new training and 
educational programs to the downtown 



CANTON, OHIO: DOWNTOWN CANTON SATELLITE CENTER 

(City Population ς 72,000) 

Stark State College relocated their Downtown Canton Satellite Center into an existing office building (formerly 

Cornerstone II) next to their new Well Site Training Center. The ά{ŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊέ originally started as two classes hosted 

at a local high school in 2006. The new center consolidates the colleges various services and sites into a άƻƴŜ-stop-ǎƘƻǇέ 

in the heart of the city. The campus currently serves 400 students with 60 classes, but has a second floor that can be 

updated as the student body grows, and a third floor that the school intends to sublease. Courses offered include health 

care administration, oil and gas pipeline technician, business management, web design, public speaking and writing 

courses, and some trades.  

Status: In Operation 

Applicability to POK: Reuse of existing commercial building; flex space /  room to grow as the campus becomes more 

popular 



GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINE: UNION SQUARE CAMPUS  

(City Population-279,000)                                                                                                                                                     

The first phase of the Union Square Campus, an 85,000-square foot building, was completed as a partnership between 

Cone Health, Guilford Technical Community College, North Carolina A&T State University, and the University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro. Price tag was $34 million for construction, equipment, and operating costs ς funded by leases 

from the Universities as well as public and private investment. The campus will house four nursing programs from the 

three area colleges, offering a 2-year associate, 4-year bachelor, or doctoral level programs.  

Status: Classes Began Fall 2016 

Applicability to POK: Collaborative effort between multiple institutions 


