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Local Register Nomination: Pelton Pin Factory
Statement of Significance: Prepared by Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks
Preservation Commission (HDLPC) © 2020 prepared by Antonia Mauro, Commissioner
There is something to be said about the size of a pin. Tiny, nondescript,
often dropped and lost, it is still functional and necessary. The history
of the technology, the labor, and the investors behind its manufacture is
disproportionate to its dismissive size.
112 Mill Street is the site of the former Pelton Pin Factory. This mid-19th century building is a
significant contribution to the industrial history of the City of Poughkeepsie. The Pelton Pin
Factory as the third historical landmark in this immediate neighborhood of the First Ward, adds
to the rich local history of the Pelton family. The Pelton Pin Factory was the last of three early
19th century pin-making establishments at this location in Poughkeepsie. It is the site where the
famous “Poughkeepsie Pins” were manufactured.
1. Property possesses special character or historic or
aesthetic interest or value as part of the cultural,
political, economic or social history of the locality,
region, state, or nation.
The Pelton brothers’ impact on Poughkeepsie’s
manufacturing history is grounded at the end of
Mill Street above the Fall Kill Creek at the Cataract
Falls. By the mid-19th century Slocum & Jillson and
later The American Pin Company moved out of
Poughkeepsie. The Pelton brothers realized
opportunity and invested in the prod-uction of pins
offering employment to many and sustaining the pinmaking industry in the city of Poughkeepsie.

Pelton Pin Factory on the left. Note bridge.

The location of the Pelton Pin Factory across Dongan Place from the Pelton brothers mansion,
Hill House, and standing next to their surviving carpet factory, completes the story of these two
significant residents of 19th century Poughkeepsie. The close proximity of all the buildings to
each other, the Hudson River, the railroad and the former St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church,
presently Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, represents a noteworthy chapter in the history of
Poughkeepsie. This area of the First Ward was home to many of the immigrants who worked in
the riverfront industries including the Pin Factory and also included the homes of the
industrialists who owned them.

THE HISTORIC VALUE OF 112 MILL STREET DEFINED
The History of Pin Making
After centuries of making “pins” by scraping and polishing skewers and thorns, called “pin
drawers” in 1626 John Tillsby of Gloucester, England introduced the “art of pin-making”. Men
and women alike became enamored with the convenience of the new invention and straight
pins were now highly sought after in the upholstery and the undertaking concerns as well.
Ten years later the pin making industry was well-established in London.
The systems were manually implemented and it took up to 18 individual
workers to complete the process. Attaching a head to a pin was
especially challenging and by 1824 W. L. Wright invented a solid headed
pin making machine, which entirely revolutionized the manufacture of
straight pins.
In this country Dr. John Ireland Howe, a physician, had observed adults
and children at New York City almshouses engaged in the tedious
production of pins. In 1830 he labored in this direction, spending time in
England learning the new technology there. By 1832 he had
patented in this country and abroad “a machine designed to make
pins similar to the English diamond pins, with heads formed of
coils of small wire fastened upon the shank by pressure between
dies.” He founded the Howe Manufacturing company in New
York State and next began operations at Birmingham, Connecticut. By 1840 new mechanisms
were converted into solid headed machines, the ultimate goal. Previous machines made 40 to
50 pins per minute but later increased to 60 to 70 per minute.

How A Pin Was Made
The old process of pin production was very slow and tedious but,
was improved the Atwood & Fowler machines in the United States.
For the purpose of documentation the process of pin manufacture
during this time period may be described as follows. The Howe
Models are illustrated here.
“Coils of wire are placed upon a reel, whence the wire is drawn automatically by a pair of
pincers between fixed studs that straighten it. A pin length is then seized by a pair of lateral
jaws, from which a portion of the wire is left projecting, when a snap- head die advances and
partially shapes the head. The blank is then released and pushed forward about one twentieth
of an inch, when the head is given another squeeze by the same die. By this repetition of the
motion the head is completed and the blank is cut off the wire in the length desired. About one
eighth of an inch of wire is required to make a pin head. If the attempt were made to upset this
with a head in one motion the wire would be more likely to double up than to thicken as
desired.
These headed blanks then drop into a receptacle and arrange
themselves in the line of a slot formed by two inclined and bevel edged
bars. The opening between the bars is large enough to permit the shank
of the pin to fall through, so the pins are suspended in a row along the
slot. When the blanks reach the lower end of the inclined bar in their
suspended position they are seized between two parts of the machine,
passed along, rotating as they move, in front of a cylindrical cutter, with
sharp grooves on its surface, that points the pins.
They are then thrown from the machine properly shaped. If they are brass pins
they are cleaned by being boiled in weak, sour beer. After they are cleaned
they are coated with tin. This is done by placing alternate layers of pins and
grain tin in a copper can and adding water, along with some bitartrate of
potash. Heat applied to this produces a solution of tin which is deposited on
the surface of the pins. The pins are then taken from this solution and
brightened by being shaken in a revolving barrel of bran or sawdust.
Lastly the operation of papering takes place. This process is performed now by an automatic
papering machine something in the following manner: The pins to be stuck are placed in a
hopper, in connection with which a steel plate is used, with longitudinal slots corresponding to
the number of pins which form a row in the paper. The pins in the hopper are stirred up by a
comb like tool, the shanks drop through the slits in the steel plate, and the pins are suspended
by their heads. Long narrow sheets of paper are presented by the operator to the action of the
machine, by which two raised folds are crimped, and the row of pins collected in the slit steel
plate is then, by being subjected to the same action, pressed through the two crimped folds.
These operations are repeated until the requisite rows of pins are stuck in each paper.”

Pin Making Comes To Poughkeepsie
The Slocum & Jillson Company
Samuel Slocum (1792 -1861) came from Usquepaugh, Rhode Island.
Ironically, this is where William Lockwood first invented the common
pin with a head, to keep it from slipping through cloth. Early on Slocum
traveled to England were he invented a machine for the production of
pins. These pins later became flat head pins (similar to staples). In
1841 Slocum “invented a pin-sticking machine” that mechanized part of
the required operation to fold the paper pack required to hold the pins.

Following the successful introduction of a machine for making the pins, the next important step
was to invent a machine that would stick them on paper. Dr. John I. Howe and Samuel Slocum
gave their attention to this matter as early as 1840. Howe invented the device for crimping the
paper, and this was followed by his major competitor Slocum who invented a "Machine for
Sticking Pins into Paper". The device is still considered to be the first stapler. The combination
of the two inventions increased the number of pins that could be fixed on paper in a single day
maximizing production. These devices were improved upon by creating 500 to 600 packages a
day, far more than Howe’s earlier machines.
Augustus Jillson (1798 – 1871) was born in Norwich, Connecticut. The father of ten children,
Jillson appears in Poughkeepsie by 1830 and eventually owned a home on Perry Street.
Samuel Slocum formed a pin manufacturing company with Augustus Jillson which first
operated in New York City. The partners next moved their factory to Poughkeepsie near
the Poughkeepsie Silk Factory incorporated in 1835. Early maps of the City of Poughkeepsie
reveal the presence of manufactories at the bottom of Mill Street near Cataract Falls.

When Slocum & Jillson moved their manufactory here they joined the industrial development
of the current first ward area. The energy of the falls and the surrounding neighborhoods of
early Irish and other immigrant groups as potential workers were added benefits to the

endeavor. With a sure business plan in place Slocum & Jillson established a secure reputation
in the northeast. Merchants freely advertised that they sold the famous “Poughkeepsie Pins”!

The American Pin Company
“The American Pin Company was formed in 1846
following the purchase by Waterbury’s (Connecticut)
Brown & Elton of one-third interest in Poughkeepsie pin
manufacturer Slocum, Jillson & Co. and the subsequent
purchase of M. Fowler & Sons of Northford, owners of
the Fowler pin making machine.”
The Mattituck Museum of Waterbury, Connecticut retains a
manuscript titled “The American Pin Company”. Shown here
is an image of page two in this history which refers to the
presence of Samuel Slocum in Poughkeepsie.
When the Slocum & Jillson pin factory was purchased James
P. Blake, an experienced machinist, was employed by The
American Pin Company as a supervisor at the Mill Street
location. Blake lived in Poughkeepsie in 1840 on Washington
Street. When the American Pin Company later decided to
move the factory back to Connecticut ads appeared in the
local newspapers with items for sale by Blake. He indicated
they could be picked up at the Mill Street factory location.
The Poughkeepsie machinery was transferred to Waterbury.”
Blake went on to establish “Blake & Johnson Co. that
represented the machine-building sector of the (city’s) brass
industry.”

New Tariffs and New Inventions
Until 1842 the industry made little progress
because of discriminating tariffs. For years the
industry laid low and often operated in quiet
because the tariffs. However, a new tariff law
soon went into effect which was more
favorable to this industry than the previous
one, and business became very profitable.
Consequently, many inventors around the
country developed machinery for the
construction of pins. The market for pins
became overstocked and that included
inferior products as well. By 1848 many of
the companies engaged in pin making suspended
operation except the two oldest at Poughkeepsie
and Birmingham.

The Pelton Brothers
George P. Pelton came to Poughkeepsie at age sixteen from
his hometown of Monticello in 1836 and was immediately
employed as a local store clerk. George’s elder brother Charles
M. Pelton, at age 32, followed George to Poughkeepsie a year
later and opened a store that featured carpets and assorted
goods. Until his death in 1878 Charles engaged in the
production of carpets and pins in Poughkeepsie. Charles M.
Pelton established the Pelton name with his carpet company
and cultivated a reputation of sound and fair business with
exemplary products.
Shortly after Pelton opened his store the carpet factory that
provided him with his products failed and Pelton recognized
an opportunity. Charles M. Pelton rented the third floor of the
former silk mill turned carpet factory in 1837 and later became the proprietor of it. “George P.
Pelton was made a partner when he became of age, which was in 1841, and the well-known
firm of C.M. & G.P. Pelton was formed.” In 1854 the Pelton brothers purchased the Slocum &
Jillson business and reopened as the Pelton Pin Factory.

Mid-Century Fires
The vulnerable nature of manufacturing materials threatened Poughkeepsie’s factories and the
Pelton brothers were confronted by this reality during the summers of 1854 and 1860 when fire
severely damaged the Pelton Carpet and Pin Factories. The fire of August, 1854, its origins a
mystery, began in the adjoining carpet factory and quickly spread to the adjoining pin factory.
The Peltons occupied the first and third stories of the building.
The remainder of the building was occupied by Messers. C.M.
& G.P. Pelton as a Carpet and Pin Factory, and their entire
machinery and a portion of their stock were destroyed. The loss
of the Messrs. Pelton, who were also the owners of the building,
must be immense…Messrs. Pelton have already commenced
preparations for rebuilding, which we are glad to see, and hope
before long to see them in the full tide of prosperous operation
again. August 5, 1854 Poughkeepsie Journal
The next destructive fire occurred on July 23, 1860. The factory was again rebuilt.
“Destructive Fires at Poughkeepsie; ONE FACTORY CONSUMED, AND ANOTHER INJURED LOSS
NEARLY $100,000. A SECOND FIRE IN POUGHKEEPSIE A WHOLE BLOCK OF BUSINESS STORES
CONSUMED. LOSS ON BUILDINGS. MR. NATHANIEL HILL'S LOSS. July 25, 1860 New York Times
About 10 o'clock on Monday night flames were discovered issuing from the lower part of the large
paint factory at the end of Mill street, Poughkeepsie, owned & occupied by Mr. Weddle. An alarm
was instantly given, but some time elapsed before the firemen could reach the spot, owing to its
distance from the engine-houses. The contents being principally composed of oil, turpentine, varnish
& other inflammable materials, the whole building was in a short time enveloped in flames. There
were probably from seven to eight thousand persons at the conflagration, many of whom assisted
the firemen, doing considerable service. The building was entirely destroyed, together with its
contents, which consisted of a large stock of oils, paints, varnish, turpentine, &, as well machinery,
tools, benches, & other articles. The owner being absent at the time, our reporter could not learn the
exact amount of the loss…it is estimated by others from $20,000 to $25,000. It was a very large brick
building, formerly owned by Mr. Winfield & used as a silk manufactory. It was five stories high…50 ft
front & 150 ft in the rear.
Another factory of about the same size, adjoining, owned by PELTON BROTHERS, used as a carpet &
pin factory, was damaged by fire & water to the amount of between $2,000 & $3,000. Mr. PELTON's
is fully insured. The firemen worked with a will & when it was found impossible to save the paint
factory, turned their whole attention to the surrounding buildings, which were liable at any moment
to burst forth in a blaze, so great was the heat. The wind was blowing quite freely during the whole
time. The factory of PELTON BROTHERS caught fire in the roof by a blazing shingle failing upon it
from the burning building…
Some four or five years ago, the carpet & pin factory was entirely destroyed by fire & the paint
factory, then a silk manufactory, was damaged to the same amount that the carpet factory was by
this fire; or, in other words, at a recent fire the damage sustained by the owners of the two factories
was directly the reverse of that of Monday night.”

Economic Impact
When George G. Pelton passed away in 1897 his obituary hailed the Pelton brothers efforts to
uphold a respected business presence in Poughkeepsie’s First Ward. Their businesses provided
employment for many city residents and their congenial company policies encouraged loyalty
and production.

“To the making of carpets was added that of pins, and the establishment was for many years
one of our most flourishing and useful industrial concerns. The pin making was a secret
process, the firm being one of the first to make pins by machinery, and the machines used not
being protected by patents.”
Pelton, Fairchild & Company as it was known by then continued to manufacture carpets, pins
and nails until 1890.

The Pelton Pin Factory remained in operation until 1897 when the Poughkeepsie Rod Company
purchased it. This was followed by Wells & Coutant in 1900, the Art Pulp Co. in 1905, the
Poughkeepsie Suitcase Co. in 1910. D. M. Frank & Co. Cigars bought Carpet Factory in 1915 and
later the Pin Factory in 1919.
Discussions regarding the future of the Pelton
properties were occurring as early 1909 as seen
in the Poughkeepsie Journal clipping. Carmello
Barone and his wife Rosaria were living on Mt.
Carmel Place when in 1938 the Pelton Pin Factory
was offered for sale and in 1939 they moved in.
The “front and back foyer additions and the
sunporch on the east side were added when the
factory was changed into a home before they
moved in. Barone built the gas station next door
shortly after moving in to #112. He operated it
until World War II gas shortages caused him to sell
it. The family has owned the building since 1938
and continue to enjoy it overlooking Cataract Falls.

Local Register Nomination: Pelton Pin Factory
Statement of Significance Part II: Prepared by Poughkeepsie Historic District and
Landmarks Preservation Commission (HDLPC) © 2020

Architectural Description/Importance prepared by Arthur Rollin, Chairperson HDLPC
The Pelton pin factory building is a fine example of early-19th century industrial architecture with
modifications made in the early 20th century to facilitate its transition to residential use. The oldest and
largest massing of the building is two and one-half stories of brick construction, rectangular in plan with
its widest sides (the north and south facades) arranged parallel to Mill Street. Window and door
penetrations create a five bay by two bay configuration. A primary gable roof is framed in wood and its
ridge runs parallel to the street. This roof features gabled dormers of shallow pitch, a pair of which are
located on each side.
The majority of the building’s brick facade has received an application of wire lathe and stucco which is
painted light pink. This material is not original to the building. Unfinished walls on the interior show that
the bricks are laid in a common American bond with typical courses of stretchers. Every sixth course is a
header course which ties the double width load bearing exterior wall together.
Despite the application of stucco the large mass of the original building is easily observed from the
pedestrian’s vantage point. In addition to the roof, which remains taller than all later construction,
decorative brick work and brackets are easily visible at the frieze and fascias on all sides. A unique,
slightly projecting, stepped brick course, painted a darker and complimentary rose-tone, is visible
between the complex curvature and fine detailing of the painted wood brackets. These brackets

support deeply projecting eaves on all sides of the building. It is valuable to note that similar frieze
and fascia details and the same brick coursing can be observed at the landmark Pelton carpet factory
building directly to the west of the Pelton pin factory as these buildings were erected simultaneously
for the use of the same owner.
Four later additions were made on each facade well after the factory’s initial construction beginning in
the very late 1930’s. On the front (north) facade a two and one-half story projection is located on the
center bay and accommodates an entry vestibule and stairwell. Fire insurance maps indicate that this
addition was built from concrete block though it is clad in brick on its first story with stucco applied to
the levels above. This front projection terminates in a gable roof which is framed perpendicular to the
main roof. The ridge falls well below the primary roof ridge and the pitch of this roof is noticeably
steeper than that of the primary roof. There is no decorative brickwork at the frieze and fascia of the
projection and while its eaves are deep, they fall below those of the primary building.
A pointed arch topped wood door, likely installed in the mid-twentieth century, serves as the buildings
main entrance. Contemporary vinyl windows are located on either side of the entry door and a canvas
awning above shields those below from the elements. On a vertical axis with the entry door are a pair
of double hung vinyl windows on the second story. Typical of the entire building (except where noted)
vinyl replacement windows have sills which are comprised of modern brick laid in a rowlock orientation.
Atypical of the entire building, this pair of windows is the only to feature a brick sailor course lintel.

Also of note on the north facade is the location of a small driveway to provide access to a slightly
recessed garage door opening which fills the eastern-most bay of the original building. The garage
door is a modern aluminum paneled door with four windows on the upper-most panel.
On the east facade a concrete-block addition was built, set slightly back from the primary facade to
house a sunroom accessed through the second floor. The first story is not enclosed but instead features
structural brick arches which terminate in brick columns at the outermost corners and brick pilasters
where the addition meets the original building. This open first story serves as a covered entry to a side
door. The second story retains its 1940’s-era single-pane steel casement window units with fixed
window panels in the upper section. This addition has a gable roof with a pitch nearly the same as the
primary roof but with a ridge that rises about halfway up the attic level.
The south facade faces the Fall Kill and the rear yard which is terraced and landscaped for the private
use of the building’s residents. Similar to the front facade, the rear features a two and one-half story
projecting addition with a gable roof and contemporary vinyl windows and exterior access doors. This
addition is located to the left of the center bay. Fire insurance maps indicate that this was also built
from concrete block and it is completely clad in the same painted stucco as is typical of the rest of the
building. This addition terminates in a gable roof which is framed perpendicular to the main roof. The
ridge falls well below the primary roof ridge and the pitch of this roof is noticeably steeper than that of
the primary roof. There is no decorative brickwork at the frieze and fascia of the projection and its eaves
also fall well below those of the main mass of the building.
A wood-framed addition wraps the south-west corner of the house. On the far west side this addition is
two stories tall and contains a garage on its lowest level. This addition extends along the south facade,
drops to a single story and meets the above-mentioned projecting section. A terrace with a very simple
wooden balustrade on the roof of this extension is accessed by a side door on the projecting bay. The

single story section of the addition is clad in modern vinyl siding meant to imitate wood clapboards with
an approximate 4” exposure.

The west facade faces the Pelton carpet factory and is generally detailed much the same as the east
facade. Unlike the sunroom addition on the east side, this addition is wood-framed and set further back
from the front (north) facade, leaving visible slightly less than half of the original west facade and its
windows. The southern and western sides are clad in painted wood clapboards with an approximate 8”
exposure. The northern (front) facade is clad in stucco.
The first story of the west addition is dominated by the presence of another contemporary aluminum
garage door facing Mill Street. The second story provides an extension of the living quarters. The roof
is gabled with a pitch that is much less steep than the primary roof and with a ridge which is somewhat
lower than that of the sunroom addition on the east side.
It is interesting to note that late 19th and early 20th century fire insurance maps indicate that a second
story walkway or bridge once connected the pin factory to the carpet factory next door on this side.
There is no longer evidence of the bridge from the exterior on the pin factory building due to the
placement of the west addition. However, there is evidence visible on the carpet factory building.
Bricks which were once protected from the elements by the bridge structure itself appear much lighter
than the surrounding bricks. Also the blackened remnants of old paint or tar clearly demarcate the
entire perimeter of the narrow structure with a simple gable roof.
Finally, it is important to recognize that none of the original windows, doors or exterior casings of the
pin factory have survived to the present day. Windows units are generally all modern vinyl replacements
in double hung, casement and slider style with very simple sheet metal brick mould. Exceptions have
been noted where single pane steel windows remain from the time of a specific building addition.
Fortunately, what does remain are the original symmetrical window openings in the oldest section of
the building. The dimensions and spacing of these openings serve as a modest, albeit somewhat less
detailed, reminder of the original scale and design of the pin factory building.
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