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Remove trees and bushes impacting foundation and reslope yard.

A persistent moisture problem keeps the basement unusable and may be impacting
the foundation. The cause is poor sloping of the yard and several trees and bushes
planted too close to the foundation. This project would correct the issue by removing
the trees and bushes, installing window wells, resloping the yard and planting several
new trees and bushes.
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Repaint exterior of the house in one of three color schemes.

The house is in sore need of a paint job, and I do not want to keep the current color.
Besides its current teal on teal coloration, I have seen photos of the house in yellow
(likely in the 2000's). I have also found evidence that the house was once a deep green color,
based on storm frames in the attic and panels under the back porch.
I also think the house would look good in a deep blue color.
I am attaching three color schemes that use colors from the Benjamin Moore Historic Colors
collection. A poll of Poughkeepsie residents on Facebook leans towards the green color scheme.
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Repair/Replace front steps and back porch of the house.

Several of the treads have come loose and the supports for the railings have split.
Large sections of the steps will need to be entirely replaced. We would like to replace
the front steps as they appear. This repair should not largely impact the front porch,
though it may need to be releveled.
The back porch footings are unstable, the porch rails are rotten, and there is moisture
damage to both the roof and the porch floor in the southwest corner.
We are still unsure if the back porch is salvagable or will need to be replaced.
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Replace existing aluminum storm windows

The existing aluminum storm windows are in generally poor condition. They will need
to be removed as part of repainting the house and will likely not be able to be reused.
We would like to replace the existing storm windows with some new energy-efficient
ones that should look much better from the street.
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69 Montgomery Street

Exterior Repairs, Renovations and Repainting

Front Porch Repairs

Last winter was particularly
unkind to our front steps.
Several of the treads have
come loose and the supports
for the railings have split.
Large sections of the steps
will need to be entirely replaced.
We plan replace the front
steps as they currently look,
and are working with a local contractor to repair and
replace the step componets as
necessary. .

The previous repair to the
porch was done in pine and
placed in direct contact with
the ground, so we plan to
make several modifications
under the steps to ensure
the replacement lasts longer.
These improvements should
not affect the look of the
steps.
These repairs will largely
leave the front porch as-is,
but the porch may need to
be releveled to ensure proper
drainage.

Back Porch Repairs

The back porch needs several
repairs. The concrete block
footings are unstable, the
porch rails are rotten, and
there is moisture damage to
both the roof and the porch
floor in the southwest corner.
We have also noticed that the
support posts may have shifted recently, and the porch
roof needs replacement.
We are still unsure if the
back porch is salvagable or
will need to be replaced.

If salvageable, the back porch
will likely require new railings. We would like the new
railings to match the front
stairs and porch (left image),
which is a different design
than what is currently on the
back porch (below).
We have no evidence that the
back railings ever matched
the front, but feel it would
look more attractive from
Garfield Place than the current design.

Repaint

The house is in sore need of a
paint job, and I do not want
to keep the current color.
Besides its current teal on
teal coloration, we have seen
photos of the house in yellow
(lwhen the house was previously listed in 2005). We
have also found evidence that
the house was once a deep
green color, based on storm
frames in the attic and panels
under the back porch (see
below image).

We also think the house
would look good in a deep
blue color.
We are attaching three color schemes that use colors
from the Benjamin Moore
Historic Colors collection.
A poll of Poughkeepsie
residents on Facebook leans
towards the green color
scheme attached, though I
am open to any of the three.
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We have a persistent problem
with moisture in the basement of the house. While we
never have standing water,
moisture seeping through the
wall has damaged plaster and
can cause mold to grow if a
dehumidifier is not constantly running. To solve the issue,
we would like to do several
things that would affect the
landscaping:
1. Remove the cedar tree in
the northwest corner of
the house.
2. Remove the yew bush
on the north face of the
house.
3. Regrade the yard on the
west side of the house.
4. Replace the window wells
on the west side of the
house.
5. Regrade the east side of
the house and remove
barrel planter.
6. Replace the ash tree along
the street (see comment
on the next page).

The cedar and the yew
are planted too close to
the house and are causing
moisture retention near the
foundation. I would want to
replace both with new plantings that are further from the
foundation - possibly a dogwood or similar tree.
Regrading the west side of
the house may impact planings near the back porch and
the rhododendron. These
would be replaced, but in
ways that helped direct water
away from the foundation.
Because forsythia can be invasive, I would rather replace
it with a lilac if necessary.
Regrading the east side of
the house will impact an
area not easily seen from the
street, but may require removing the existing hedge
in order to get equipment
in and out of the area. We
would like to re-landscape
this area with shade plants,
such as ferns and shade-tolerant ground cover, to help
control weed growth.
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1. New Dogwood or
Cherry Tree
2. New front yard*
3. Regraded yard on the
west side of the house
4. New window wells on the
west side of the house
5. Regraded east side of
the house with possible
french drain.**
6. New street treet (replaces
previous ash tree)**

4

*No current plans for front
yard. Open to board suggestions, but no bush against the
foundation.
**French drain would come
back to HDLPC if needed.
***The ash tree that used to
be along the street split in a
storm a couple years ago and
was taken down by the city.
We would like to replace it
with some type of maple, and
are open to what the City or
HDLPC recommends.
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